US Is S;ienz 0n Reports

&

ove Is Due

R . ;Hence there was some specula-
Washington, Oct #—Thetidf®a< to whether the President’s
iKennedy Administralign pulied acoff—irritating but not unusual—
-tight cover of secregy’today overhaiebecn treated as a “diplo-
reports and. speculafifil through- iliness™ to cover some of-

Jout officlal Washi
United’ States' was

a . moajor, ~perhaps tional,
move in the Cuban ¢f

" The only: hard “fagt" available
'was that air, pava] marine
forces * bave been ;;¥fentrated
‘during recent' days inXBe Florida-
iCaribbesn “area, The“Wficial ex-
Planatfon for the bulld3® was that
_the United States is*helding its
annual naval maneuv t Puerto

co

‘Buflding Control Téw
(In"later developmétify’
construction men appfie -
denly at the Key West” Fla. air-
port-under orders to w@}_i through
the night to build a confrol tower,
Informed sources indicated th
tower is needed to handle a big
increase in traffic.

(At Norfolk, Va., a squadron of
six amphibious vessels was added’
to a Navy training ekercise in
the Caribbean and salled from

Littlek Creek amphiblous base im.
medidjely.) P hua ¢ m

_President Kennedy's sgdden de-
cision to cut short his Western
political swing yesterday .and fly |
hack to Washington was one caiise
of the sense of excitement which|
seized the Capital overnight.

But if Mr. Kennedy  felt the
excitement he did not show it. He
did seem to be making-a guick
recovery {rom the cold which of-

- |t

iask in the State
0day, Salinger, who does not nor-
¢ show up at the White House

-

5 before returning to
Unusually Well Staffed

1D any quarter, however, on
y:of the speculative reports.

Tire Florida Times-Union, pub-
lished at Jacksonville, Fla., had

-a-telephone interview with Arthur was being transferred fram Camp
Sylvester, Assistant Secretary of Pendleton, Cal.,- to Camp Le-

Defense for Public Affairs, and

quoted him as saying:

‘ y.waxtherefotacougll:'

uC
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i\ The hurricane turned away from.

the coast. i
The Defense Department re.’
cently shifted a squadron of 1,400-!
mile-an-hour Navy jet fighters to_
Key West, which is 90 miles from'
Cuba. The word was. that they
were part 2
offset the bulld-up of Commumist
military power in Cuba, N B

Ag to the nature of this balld-| -

.

tion that the "pperation”was part}:
of the Caribbean manetwers. The
roup was described as a rifle
attalion of about 1200 men. It

jeune, N.C. 1
Mr. Kennedy told a news con-!

“If you are worrying about usference several weeks ago that

using
the. a
don't. We wouldn’t be exercising
these troops if we were going to
hitisomebody. 1f people think
hliexer‘clse is a cover for some-
thing else, it Isn't.”

Those on the job in the Defense
Deﬁartment included Gen. Max-
well D. Taylor, chairman of th
Joint Chiefs of Staff; the Seere-
tary of the Navy, Fred Korth,
and Adm. George W. Anderson,
Jr., Chief of Naval Operations.
In the Caribbean area itself ex-
tensive naval maneuvers were

the amphibious exercise in

ficlally caused him to- return
The President and Mrs. Ken-
home yestcerday. )
nedy attended mass at St. Ste-
phens Catholic Church. He locked
fit and smiled cheerfully tu a
crowd of about 75 persons who
applauded as he left the church.

The White House press sccre
tary, Plerre Salinger, said [hv;
Chief Executive planned o relax
today. ‘Dr. George Burkley had
found his temperature and’ pulse
normal® and his nasal congestion

cleared up, Salinger said, but the’
‘doctor recommended rest,
Speculation On Cold
Any majoc development involy.
ing United States activity in the

Cuba situation—or anywhere ‘.-.Isu1
in the world—would require Mr.}

and command his constant inter-

under way, involving ahout 40!
ships, 20,000 men and ecarrier

Caribbean to attack Cuba, alone if nece:

the United States would act—
ssary—if Cuban com-
munism threatened such vital in-
terests as the Panama Canal,
Guantanamo naval base, the se-.

curity of other Latln American™

@atlons, or the security of the

Uliflted Stltal.hu ped

Castro step across
any of the lines Mr. Kennedy,
drew at that time-the Adminis-
tration here has not said so. Offi-
clals denied that any offensive:
arms had arrived in Cuba and
there was no public word of
Cubanbased Communist opera-:
tion againgt any neighboring;
country. - J

based aircraft. ;

The center of the maneuver
area is the small island of Vie-
ques, Pucrto Rico, Pentagon of-
ficlals have said. Vieques les
just east of Puerto Rico, which
is east of Cuba and separated
from Cuba by the island shared
by Haiti and the Dominican Re-
public.

The naval exercises began Qc-
tober 15 and - will run until Oc-
tober 30. But not all the rumor

and spcculation was necessarily. :

associated with that operation.

A number of paval vessels
pulled out of Norfolk., The De-
lense Department said they went
to sea to ride out Hurricane Ella

Kennedy's close personal attentimmu,pen water ruther than in port.
e -

est. &
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of normal moves to|




